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People ask me how Montesano keeps doing more 

construction projects, year after year. Why didn’t these 

projects happen before? How did we find the money? 

The answers aren’t simple—but the story is worth 

telling, because we need to continue building a better 

Monte, year after year, decade after decade. 

One of the realities is that these type of projects take 

multi years of planning. Long past my time in office, 

sidewalks and streets will continue to need work.  

Because infrastructure is the foundation our city is built 

upon. Good roads and sidewalks, safe drinking water, and 

quick fire and police response are the basics.  

In addition, we need to be open to the ongoing changes 

in the nature of infrastructure. Here in Monte, we are also 

fortunate with a number of options for fast internet and free 

Wi-Fi downtown through the city. That’s no accident. Fast 

internet is an essential service now like electricity and 

running water. 

Why didn’t these project happen before? 

As a former city council member. I know how easy it is 

to get consumed by simply running the city: balancing the 

budget, reacting to problems, hiring new staff, and passing 

new ordinances. 

Managing a city isn’t easy, especially for a part-time 

mayor and city council members. I often think it is like 

being a conductor in an orchestra. There is a fine line 

between making music and making noise.   

I have been very blessed with strong, vibrant 

councilmembers, smart department heads, and employees— 

all focused on building a better Montesano.  

In addition, we have a long list of partners to keep us 

moving forward: the Kelsey Foundation, Transportation 

Improvement Board, Grays Harbor Foundation, SW 

Council of Governments, Commerce, GH County, 

Montesano School District, local businesses and state 

lawmakers, especially those from the 24th District. 

How did we find the money? 

It took teamwork and creativity. Every big construction 

project costs an equal big amount of money. We applied for 

every state and federal grant possible. Public Works 

Director Mike Olden deserves a ton of credit from the 

application process to the design of construction projects to 

the management. And we were good partners with the state 

and federal government. Our projects were on time and 

under or on budget. This allowed us to build credibility to 

justify their faith in trusting us with these funds. 

What’s happening next? 

Montesano has a series of exciting projects ready for 

2023 which are already underway.  

What is equally exciting is that pieces are in place to 

continue the work after my term is over. We have secured 

funds for major construction projects including Pioneer 

Avenue and a sidewalk toward Lake Sylvia in 2024-2025. 

All of this takes trust. Like a runner handing over the 

baton to the next runner, the people, leadership, agencies 

and staff all have to trust each other.  

Because it’s not a sprint. It’s a marathon, and we can 

never lose sight of our common purpose, our finish line: 

leaving our kids a Montesano that’s even better than how 

we found it. 

Montesano Update 



Grays Harbor Community Foundation 

A sincere thank you to the Grays Harbor 

Community Foundation for awarding the City of 

Montesano a $30,000 grant.  These funds will be used 

for the new Forester’s pathway for exercise equipment 

to line the path. This gives every walker an opportunity 

to help strengthen muscles! The path will be the first 

phase of the redesign of the Gateway Park site.  

 

New Employee Spotlight 

Three new faces are joining the City of Montesano 

crew! Please give them a warm welcome if you see 

these guys around town.  

Montesano Fire Chief David 

Busz is a life long local resident 

who is a career Seattle Fireman. 

Following a long family tradition 

of fire fighting, he enters the next 

chapter of his life as our Chief. 

Montesano Fire Captain 

Adam Collins, son of former 

councilman Albert Collins,  has 

worked in Hoquiam Fire 

Department before moving to 

Montesano as an emergency hire 

for the past six months. We are 

happy to  announce his 

permanent hire this past month. 

Forester John Bull is a long 

time Pacific NW resident and 

hails from Tenino where he has 

spent most of his adult life 

working in the timber industry. 

He brings over 20 years of forest 

management experience to 

Montesano. 

 

Volunteer Needed 

The Friends of the Library is in search of a book 

lover who can spare one to two hours a week assisting 

with book sales and keeping the used books shelves 

well stocked. If you are interested please reach out to 

Tianne at 360-280-6785. 

 

Free Community Yoga 

Healthy Time Wellness Center in Montesano offers 

a free yoga class to the community every third Saturday 

of the month beginning in February.  For more 

information please call Danielle at 360-249-8069.  

 

Keep our city clean 

Please remember to pick up 

your trash and dog waste.  

Let us continue and strive to 

keep our community clean and 

beautiful by not littering.  

 

Run Forest Run 2023 

25k/50k trail run on Saturday February 18, 2023 at 8 

am at Lake Sylvia/Montesano Forest.  

It’s not too late to sign up! More information is 

available on Facebook. 

 

Get Outside 

Looking to get outside more this year? 

Make sure to utilize Washington State Free 

Parks Days. Check out the list below! 

  

►State Free Parks days 2023 

March 9 — Billy Frank Jr.'s Birthday 

March 19 — State Parks’ 110th Birthday 

April 22  — Earth Day 

June 10 — National Get Outdoors Day 

June 11 — Free Fishing Day 

June 19 — Juneteenth 

Sept. 23 — National Public Lands Day 

Oct. 10 — World Mental Health Day 

Nov. 11 — Veterans Day 

Nov. 25 — Autumn Day 

 

Please adopt a nearby drain 

A friendly reminder that with all of our rainy days 

lately: if you see water pooling, leaves are probably 

clogging up a drain.  

Please keep the drain near your home free of debris 

if you can. Thank you! 

 

Clean up crew volunteers needed 

Please contact Susan Swarts to be apart of her 

quarterly clean-ups she is planning for 2023.  She 

focuses usually at the incoming ramps into town and is 

looking for help to continue this work. 

If you can help, contact her at 564-999-3208. 

 

                                       

 


